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“Water is the driving force of all nature.” Leonardo da Vinci

INTRODUCTION
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Water is the world’s most precious and 

exploited resource, directly linked to climate 

change, biodiversity loss and human rights

Water plays a crucial role in all businesses 

and industries. It is used in own operations 

as well as in the value and supply chains  

Water is at the core of sustainable 

development



1st Extreme weather events

Biodiversity loss and ecosystem collapse3rd

Natural resource shortage4th

Misinformation and disinformation5th

Pollution10th

Societal polarization9th

Adverse outcomes of AI technologies6th

Involuntary migration7th

Cyber insecurity 8th

Critical change to Earth system2nd

Water related risks for business are increasing as we see more serious 
draughts, floodings and contamination of water
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1WEF Global Risks Report (2024), 2WWF High Cost of Cheap water (2023) 

60% of 
global GDP 
($58 Trillion) 
is threatened 

by water 
crisis2

1/3rd of the world´s remaining wetlands 
have been lost in the past 50 years

83% of freshwater species populations have 
collapsed in the past 50 years

50% of world´s population is expected to live in 
water-stressed regions by 2050

Nine out of ten disasters triggered by natural 
hazards during the last decade were related to 
water

95% of infrastructure loss and damage reported 
between 2010 to 2019 were due to water-related 
disasters 

83%

90%

50%

33%

Global risks ranked by severity over the long term (10 years)1

Environmental Economic Societal Geopolitical Technological

95%
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https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_The_Global_Risks_Report_2024.pdf
https://wwfint.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf-high-cost-of-cheap-water--final-lr-for-web-.pdf


− Agriculture and livestock farming, fish farming

− Food industry and trade

− Mining operations and mining industry

− Battery industry

− Forestry, pulp, paper, and cardboard industry

− Hydropower

− Chemical industry

− Municipalities and cities, including public procurement, 
water and wastewater management

Global drivers push towards more strategic water management
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THE PRIORITIZED SECTORS IN FINLAND TO DEVELOP THEIR
WATER STEWARDSHIP PRACTICES
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Valtioneuvosto 2023:48_Vesivastuullisuuden kansallinen edistäminen Toimintasuunnitelma 2023–2025

Regulation

Finance

Shareholder and consumer demands

Business opportunities 

Risk management

DRIVERS

https://vesi.fi/aineistopankki/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/VN_2023_48.pdf
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